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And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they 
kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about 
who was the greatest. And he sat down and called the twelve. 
And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of 
all and servant of all.” And he took a child and put him in the midst 
of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”

Mark 9:33-50



John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons 
in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not 
following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who 
does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to 
speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for us. For 
truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.

Mark 9:33-50



“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 
stumble, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. And if your 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled than with two hands to go to gehenna, to the 
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It 
is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown 
into gehenna.

Mark 9:33-50



And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into gehenna, ‘where their worm does not die and the fire 
is not quenched.’ For all will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if 
the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? 
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Mark 9:33-50





And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they 
kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about 
who was the greatest. And he sat down and called the twelve. 
And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of 
all and servant of all.” And he took a child and put him in the midst 
of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”

Mark 9:33-50



John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 
demons in your name, [HUH?] and we tried to stop him, because 
he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no 
one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is 
for us. For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water 
to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his 
reward.

Mark 9:33-50



“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 
stumble, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. And if your 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled than with two hands to go to gehenna, to the 
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It 
is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown 
into gehenna.

Mark 9:33-50





And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to 
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into gehenna, ‘where their worm does not die and the 
fire is not quenched.’ For all will be salted with fire.

Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you 
make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.”

Mark 9:33-50



Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you 
make it salty again? 

Mark 9:33-50





Can salt lose 
its saltiness?



if the salt has lost its saltiness . . .



Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Mark 9:33-50





Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you 
make it salty again? 

Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Mark 9:33-50



Ben Hinnom 
Valley



Marcion of Sinope



• Keep wrestling

• Find out for yourself

• Consider both sides of the issue

• Check whether your feet are on the ground, or your head is in 
the clouds

• Question your premises

Suggestions



Raising our children to understand God and live in the world

• We leave out wickedness and suffering

• We describe how we want them to behave

• We give them their rewards (goodness, satisfaction) now

How did we get here?



For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming 
shall set them ablaze, says the YHWH of armies, so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my 
name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. 
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall 
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of 
your feet, on the day when I act, says YHWH of armies of hosts.

Malachi 3 / 4



Remember the Torah of my servant Moses, the statutes and 
justice-rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. Behold, 
I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome 
day of YHWH comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 
children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and 
strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.

Malachi 3 / 4



A guarantee of immediate goodness

Salt



A guarantee of immediate goodness

A promise of future safety

Salt



A guarantee of immediate goodness

A promise of future safety

A sign of destruction

Salt



And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for the sake of me and the good news . . .will save it. For what 
does it profit a person to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
For what can a person give in return for his soul?

Mark 9:33-50



For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels."

And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God 
after it has come with power.”

And after six days Yeshua took with him Peter and James and 
John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he 
was transfigured before them

Mark 9:33-50



A Kingdom of 
Salt
• A guarantee of 
immediate goodness

• A promise of future 
safety

• A sign of destruction
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